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Social Problem-Solving Competence and its

Relationship to Anxiety and Depression among a
Sample of Street Children Placed in Residential
Institutions

Enas Rady Younes'

Abstract

This research aims to investigate the Social Problem-Solving
Competence and its relationship to Anxiety and Depression among a
Sample of Street Children Placed in Residential Institutions, And
predicting components of social problem solving by anxiety,
depression, age, sex, and educational level, And also, at investigating
the differences between the average scores of children street Placed in
Residential Institutions in Social problem — solving competence,
Anxiety, Depression, According to demographic variables age, sex,
educational level. The study sample consisted of (100) street children
Placed in Residential Institutions (53 males - 47 females). Ranging
from (1Y-18) years old. . The researcher used a measure of social
problem — solving inventory revised, Spiel Berger’s anxiety inventory
to children, and Beck Depression Scale Il. The statistical analyzes
showed that there is positive significant relationship between negative
problem orientation, avoidance style, and impulsivity/carelessness
style and each of anxiety, depression in the group of street children.
There is no significant relationship between the total score on social
problem solving inventory and positive problem orientation and
rational problem solving style and each of anxiety, depression. The
results revealed that age and educational level predicted the positive
problem orientation and rational problem solving style. Moreover,

! Lecturer of Clinical Psychology- Faculty of Postgraduate Childhood Studies- Ain
Shames University




\ -0 AR Ve Y v ma) A [l K}
(Y'q Qpa V¥ #L’uﬁ&"@)’_.} )y

predicted the age, sex, and educational level for the negative problem
orientation and avoidance style and impulsivity/carelessness style.
While anxiety and depression did not predict components of social
problem solving. Study findings showed that there were statistically
significant differences in negative problem orientation, avoidance
style, and impulsivity/carelessness style favoring street children aged
(13-15) years, females, and in middle school stage. There are
significant differences in anxiety and depression favoring street
children females, and in middle school stage. There are significant
differences in positive problem orientation and rational problem
solving style favoring street children in secondary education stage.

Key words: Social Problem-Solving Competence, Anxiety,

Depression, Street Children Placed in Residential Institutions
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