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The Stereotype of Women's Leadership and its
Relationship to Leadership Effectiveness among Sample
of Subordinates in Academic Institutions

Nevein Nirouz Waheeb(*)

This study aims to discover the features of the mental image of
women’s leadership among subordinates in Egyptian universities,
which are reflected in their attitudes toward women’s leadership and
gender-based stereotyping. The study also aims to discover the role of
these features as predictors of the perceived effectiveness of women’s
leadership. In order to verify the hypotheses of the study, a battery of
questionnaires including the demographic questionnaire, the gender-
based stereotyping scale (BSRI) (Bem, 1974), the Women as
Managers Scale (WAMS), the leadership effectiveness questionnaire
(LPI) after fulfilling the psychometric requirements of the battery, the
data were collected from a sample. The study sample consisted of
(n=131) employees and faculty members in universities who do not
occupy any leadership positions, including (52) males, and (81)
females, with an average age of 41.6 (SD =8.46). The findings of the
study were as follows: There are significant differences between
males and females in the total degree of the negative attitude towards
female leadership, while the parameters of the mental image of female
leadership for subordinates did not differ according to the kind of job
(staff/faculty members) and the type of manager (male/female). The
results of the correlations revealed that the effectiveness of perceived
leadership is inversely related to each of the total degrees of attitude
towards women’s leadership and only two of its components, Its
association is not significant with male leadership stereotyping. The
results of the regression analysis revealed that the variable accepting
women's work in leadership positions was at the top of the list of
factors that explain the effectiveness of women's leadership.

Keywords: women’s leadership, the mental image, attitudes towards
women’s leadership, gender-based stereotyping, effectiveness of women’s
leadership.

(*) Lecturer in Department of Psychology, Faculty of Arts, Fayoum University.
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